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This talk addresses the fortis-lenis-opposition in German (cf. Kohler 1995) which 
is based on various phonetic features in the different dialects. The data used here 
is a read text (‘the North Wind and the Sun’) from the Deutsch heute-corpus (IDS 
Mannheim) that is recorded twice, in a normal and in a fast speaking rate (cf. 
Kleiner 2015, Hahn & Siebenhaar 2016). The phonetic analysis of the fortis-lenis-
opposition is reduced and simplified to the dimension of segment duration (Willi 
1996). The duration of the bursts of initial velar plosives /k/ and /g/ are measured 
and their relative temporal contrast is calculated. The results are presented as 
geophonetic maps (cf. Fig. 1) and compared to traditional dialect maps, which 
show related lenition or neutralization phenomena like the ‘binnenhochdeutsche 
Konsonantenschwächung’. Herewith it can be shown that the phonological oppo-
sition of the dialects is stored as a residual phonetic contrast in the near standard 
varieties. 
(1) Temporal contrast /k/ vs. /g/ realizations. From: Hahn (in prep.) 
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